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New York Emigrant Savings Bank 
 

 Founded in New York City in 1850 

 Was founded by 18 members of the Irish Emigrant Society 

 Oldest savings bank in New York City 

 Largest privately held, family owned, and operated bank in America in 2019 

 Now called Emigrant Bank 

 

Purpose of the bank 
 

 To provide aid for the large numbers of Irish immigrants coming the city due to the 

famine 

 Make it easier to deposit and send money to relatives in Ireland  

 Provide a friendly, non-discriminatory, familiar place to conduct every day financial 

business, secure mortgages, encourage commerce  
 

Extensive Records 
 

The Emigrant Savings Bank kept extensive records on its depositors 

These records were later donated to the New York Public Library, digitized, and indexed by 

Ancestry.com 
 

Ancestry’s collection 
 

Covers years1850-1883, 4 different types of volumes, Digital images of handwritten pages, 

Searchable, Available to view as part of an Ancestry US Discovery, World Explorer, or All 

Access Membership or on Ancestry Library Edition 

 

Index books- names of all people recorded in the volumes 

Test books- cover years 1850-1868, provide a variety of details about the depositor and his/her 

family 

Transfer, Signature & Test Books- cover years 1850-1883, used for recording changes to an 

individual’s account 

Deposit-Account Ledger- arranged by account #, contain account history for each individual 

 

Tracing the Famine Emigration from Ireland to New York 
https://map.beyondragstoriches.digital.library.gwu.edu/ 

https://map.beyondragstoriches.digital.library.gwu.edu/


 

 

Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters 
 

 Founded in Boston in 1879 

 Founded by a small group of Irish immigrants in Boston for the purpose of providing life 

insurance benefits for its members 

 By 1930 had grown to 60,000 members in branches in cities and towns throughout 

Massachusetts 

 Prospective Foresters completed an application for coverage that included personal data, 

family information, and a physical exam 
 

Foresters Records 
 

In 2004, The Irish Ancestral Research Association (TIARA) was granted ownership of the 

Massachusetts Order of Foresters records for purposes of preserving them and making them 

accessible to researchers 

TIARA members volunteered to index the records and make this database available on their 

website 

Preservation 

In 2011, the records were moved to Joseph P. Healey Library at the University of Massachusetts 

Library in Boston for preservation 

 

The index can be accessed by visiting the Healey Library website 

 

https://blogs.umb.edu/archives/collections/foresters/recordsearch/ 

 

Requesting a scanned copy of the record 
 

Send email to:  library.archives@umb.edu 

Include death claim number as listed in the record detail, as well as any other detail given 

NOTICE: Archives staff are working in a hybrid modality during the fall 2021 semester. Wait 

times for copies of the Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters records may be longer than 

usual. All fees for copies of MCOF records are being waived. 

 

Questions? 
Email me at lisagene@nycap.rr.com or ask on my Facebook page, Upstate NY Genealogy by 

Lisa Dougherty 

 

 

https://blogs.umb.edu/archives/collections/foresters/recordsearch/

